
 
 
 
From: Mesa President's Office <MesaPresidentsOffice@sdccd.edu>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2026 1:59 PM 
Subject: Weekly Update from Prez Hands - Week of February 23, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Good Afternoon SDCCD Community, 
 
Yesterday, Mexican security forces apprehended Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes (commonly referred to as “El Mencho”), 
leader of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel, in the town of Tapalpa. News reports suggest Cartel forces opened fire on the 
government agents and in the violence, Cervantes was killed. 
 
In the immediate aftermath of Cervantes’ killing, members of the cartel have apparently retaliated by attacking security 
forces in at least a dozen different states, blocking highways, and setting fire to supermarkets, banks, and vehicles. Reports 
and images of the violence and destruction are deeply troubling. The violence has led to shelter in place orders across the 
country. At this time, the U.S. Embassy in Mexico has advised people to shelter in Jalisco State (including Puerto Vallarta, 
Chapala, and Guadalajara); Baja California State (including Tijuana, Tecate, and Ensenada); Nayarit State (including the 
Nuevo Nayarit/Nuevo Vallarta area near Puerta Vallarta); and areas of Colima, Guanajuato, Guerrero, Estado de Mexico, 
Michoacan, Nuevo Leon, Oaxaca, Puebla, Queretaro, San Luis Potosi, Veracruz, and Zacatecas states. 
 
We can expect many students to be impacted by these events. In particular, students living in and around Tijuana and 
commuting to our colleges may not be able to attend classes this week, potentially longer depending on how the situation 
evolves. We encourage everyone to be as flexible as possible in supporting our students’ ability to continue to participate 
in and complete their coursework as they manage their personal and family needs and the many stresses of these events. 
Every effort we make to extend grace, compassion, and flexibility to support impacted students is a significant investment 
in their belonging and inclusion. Separate communications will be sent to students encouraging them to reach out to their 
professors if they are impacted and to remind them of available campus support resources. 



 
Many faculty, classified professionals, supervisors, and managers in our District have family, friends, and professional 
colleagues living in Mexico and/or are directly impacted by these events. Please be understanding and supportive as 
members of our community experience the anxieties, fears, anger, and sadness resulting from the violence in so many 
communities across Mexico. The strength of our community in founded on the compassion and empathy we extend to 
each other in the such moments. 
 
Thank you for your service to our communities, 
Gregory Smith, Chancellor 
Dr. Ricky Shabazz, President, City College 
Dr. Ashanti Hands, President, Mesa College 
Dr. Wes Lundburg, President, Miramar College 
Dr. Tina King, President, College of Continuing Education 
  

   

 

 

Join Us for an Accreditation Celebration! 
 
Mesa College’s accreditation has been reaffirmed and that is 
something truly worth celebrating. This milestone reflects 
the heart of Mesa, our dedicated faculty, classified 
professionals, administrators, and students who show up 
every day in support of student success and excellence 
across our campus. 
  
Please join us on Thursday, February 26, from 12:30 to 3:00 
p.m. in the President’s Office, A-104, for a come and go 
celebration with colleagues. Stop by to enjoy sweet treats, 
take a commemorative photo, pick up a few fun goodies, and 
help us honor this shared accomplishment together. 
  
Event details: 
Mesa College Accreditation Celebration 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 
12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Mesa College President’s Office, A-104 
  

 

 

Trailblazer in Higher Education: Mesa College President Dr. 
Ashanti Hands 
 
In a recent conversation with KPBS-FM, Mesa College 
President Dr. Ashanti Hands shared insights on her 
leadership journey and the vision driving Mesa College 
forward. As a champion for student success and equity in 

 

 

ABC 10 News: Mesa College Named Black Serving 
Institution  
 
10news came on campus to learn more about our recent 
Black-Serving Institution designation and how that impacts 
our Black students. 
 

https://www.kpbs.org/podcasts/kpbs-midday-edition/black-history-month-2026-trailblazers-in-higher-education-food-justice
https://youtu.be/6RUSQgX1_MU?si=8BOFZMDJtk5nAYIG


 

higher education, Dr. Hands discussed the College’s 
commitment to creating inclusive learning environments 
where every student can thrive. Her thoughtful perspectives 
highlight Mesa’s bold mission and the intentional efforts 
underway to expand opportunity and support for all 
learners. Tune in to hear more from Dr. Hands on how Mesa 
College continues to lead with purpose and impact. 
 

 

To hear from President Hands and Associated Student 
senator Ramiyah Wilson, click the video above 
 

 

   

   

 

 

San Diego Mesa College student Joshua Lewis has earned a 
remarkable honor in the world of collegiate speech and debate. After 
winning the PSCFA Spring Championship Tournament, Lewis will 
represent Southern California at the prestigious Interstate Oratory 
competition this April in Florida. 
 
Interstate Oratory is the oldest speech tournament in the United 
States. Each year, every state sends its top two persuasive speakers to 
compete on the national stage — making qualification an 
extraordinary achievement. 
 
This milestone marks the first time in 20 years that San Diego Mesa 
College will send a student to the competition, underscoring both the 
difficulty of the accomplishment and the strength of Mesa’s speech 
and debate program. 
 
Lewis’ award-winning speech focuses on the mental health of 
veterans, bringing attention to an issue of national importance. 
Mesa College is proud to have a student representing California at 
this historic tournament and looks forward to cheering him on in 
April. 
   

DEIA @ Mesa – Celebrating Black History Month 
 
The latest edition of DEIA @ Mesa honors Black History Month 
and commemorates “A Century of Black History 
Commemorations.” This special issue highlights campus 
events, the Black History Month display at the LRC, reflections 
from our Mesa community, and opportunities to engage in 
meaningful dialogue. 
Explore the stories, scholarship, and celebrations that continue 
to shape belonging and community at Mesa College. 
 

 

 

  



 

Read. Reflect. Engage. Scan the QR code to the right, or 
visit  https://bit.ly/DEIAMESA-FEB26 
  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to 
assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, 
Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD 
Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and 
compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and 
employees should an incident occur. 

  

   

 

 

Chancellor’s Spring Forum   
Tuesday, March 24th, 2026  
2:30–4 p.m.  |  Mesa College, Room MC 211 A/B    
College Flex # 31704   
  
Join Chancellor Smith for a unique opportunity to 
engage on matters of interest and importance to you, 
and to share your ideas to help shape the future of our 
District.  
 

 

 

  

   

Professor Wendell Kling featured at the San Diego 
International Airport 
We’re proud to share that Professor Wendell Kling,  is 
featured through the San Diego International Airport Arts 
Program. Professor Kling’s interdisciplinary work blends 
sculpture, light, sound, and immersive installation to 
transform public spaces into reflective and interactive 
experiences. 
His creative practice exemplifies the innovation and artistic 
excellence happening right here at Mesa. We celebrate 

 

 

  

https://bit.ly/DEIAMESA-FEB26
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


 

Professor Kling’s continued contributions to both our campus 
and the broader San Diego arts community. 
  

   

 

 

We have experienced a slight increase in FTES and 
headcount since last week.  We have 21,296 students 
accounting for 5,996 FTES.  At the same point in the 
Spring 2025 semester, we were at 5,865 FTES and a 
headcount of 20,828.  With 12-week classes starting next 
week and second 8-week session starting later in March, 
we will be monitoring enrollment drops and addressing 
any needs to possibly open additional sections for the 
second 8-week session.  At this point into the semester, 
we are confident that we will continue to exceed our 
enrollment goals for Spring 2026.   

  

Career Education Advocacy & Paid Internship Expansion Efforts 
 
Mesa College is actively engaged in two important statewide efforts aligned with our commitment to Career Education, 
Strong Workforce sustainability, and equitable access to paid internships. 
  

 

Career Education Advocacy & Paid Internship Expansion 
Efforts 
 
Mesa College recently engaged in two important statewide 
efforts aligned with our commitment to Career Education, 
Strong Workforce sustainability, and equitable access to paid 
internships. 
 
At a letter signing on February 23, Mesa supported our 
statewide Career Education association, the California 
Community College Association for Occupational Education, in 
a coordinated legislative advocacy effort to restore the $60 
million reduction to Strong Workforce funding. For Mesa, this 
reduction represented an estimated annual impact of 
approximately $300,000–$400,000. 
 
A drop-in letter-signing session was hosted in the Business & 
Technology Dean’s Conference Room, with both in-person and 
electronic opportunities provided to review and sign the 
advocacy letter. The District also developed a similar letter that 
was presented to the Chancellor and others for signature. 
 

 

 

California Community Colleges Board of Governors – Paid 
Internship Agenda Item 
 
At the February 24 meeting of the California Community 
Colleges Board of Governors in Coronado, a full agenda item 
focused on expanding paid internships to all Career Technical 
Education (CTE) students across the system. The Board 
received information through a panel discussion highlighting 
the role of internships and experiential learning in advancing 
student success, workforce readiness, and equitable access to 
paid work-based learning opportunities across the California 
Community Colleges. 
 
This discussion aligned directly with Mesa’s vision and the 
future direction of the Mesa Impactship Program (MIP). The 
MIP team invited alumni to participate virtually in the public 
comment process to elevate their lived experiences and 
demonstrate the value of paid internships at scale. The 
meeting marked an important opportunity to reinforce the 
importance of equitable access to compensated experiential 
learning statewide. 
 
These efforts reflected Mesa’s proactive leadership in Career 
Education policy conversations and our continued 
commitment to expanding equitable, paid experiential 
learning opportunities for students. 
  



 

 
 
Recap | Association of California Community College 
Administrators (ACCCA) 50th Conference (February 18-20, 
2026) 
 
The Association of California Community College 
Administrators (ACCCA) hosted its 50th Annual Conference in 
Long Beach, CA, bringing together administrators from across 
California. The conference featured workshops highlighting 
promising practices in community college leadership, along 
with inspiring keynote speakers from across the state and 
country. 
Mesa College was proudly represented by Leticia Diaz (Dean 
of Student Success and Equity), and Leland Simpliciano 
(AANAPISI & Interim HSI Director). Both were selected into 
the ACCCA Mentorship Program. We congratulate Leticia on 
completing her mentorship program and are proud to see 
Mesa represented in this year’s cohort through Leland’s 
participation. 
 

 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Financial Aid News 
Last week Financial Aid Disbursed a total of  $6,856,653, including $5.2M in Pell Grant and $1.3M in Cal Grant funds 

  

https://accca.org/
https://accca.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-2-16-2026---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-February-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=AKtUNiIk7Ys
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


 

Dear Campus Community, 
  
We are thrilled to present Jumpstart Your Success on Saturday, March 14, 2026!  This is a time that we invite prospective 
students to our campus and showcase what we have to offer, and how great we do it!  The program will include student 
support services, academics, department resources, clubs, and the lively community feel we all create at Mesa. 
  
As usual, we encourage you to host a table for your department or service area so that you can provide information, share 
a demonstration, make connections with prospective students, and showcase what your department offers. See the online 
form for more details about the resource fair. 
  
Follow this link to the online registration form, which is due on Friday, February 27, 2026! 
  
Let us know if you have any questions (email to: clee@sdccd.edu), we hope you will spread the word and join the fun! 
  
--Mesa Student Affairs Team 
  

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Jbq0n7574VNdM
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu


   

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II updates apply to all public colleges and universities and requires equal 
access to programs, services, and activities including online courses, websites, videos, digital tools and digital marketing 
materials such as flyers and emails used to promote events and services. 
 
Accessibility is a shared, institutional responsibility and applies regardless of whether a student with a disability is 
currently enrolled.   
  
If you have any questions about the California Community College Chancellor’s Office visit to help us build our accessibility 
roadmap using the Accessibility Capability Maturity Model (ACMM), please contact Leticia Diaz at Ldiaz@sdccd.edu.  
  
Accessibility workshops are provided to promote inclusive design and support ongoing accessibility efforts, to learn more 
visit the Accessibility Resource Hub.  
  

Accessible Flyers: How to Ensure your Message Reaches Everyone | Thursday, February 26th, 12:00-1:00pm 
Flyers are everywhere, but are yours reaching everyone? We will cover why that gorgeous Canva flyer might not be 
working for all readers and how to ensure it does. Leave ready to create materials that look great and work for everyone.  
Accessibility Workshops Zoom Room 
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://cccaccessibility.org/index.php/acmm/acmm-overview
mailto:Ldiaz@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/Accessibility
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/89153393717


   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1itmrowJ9TRLZW21UGJIO9FlvrDdZ5eYD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h19URzLa47DLIXZy-DtURjxxwP-TfntK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-uXyXs1yYtvFRqb_Y6iZwPyP7muUp9op/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IuRtO76DOTuHvkJvm35mCo9jvisqlICz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ui4miBKKVGIGj_xtoLouLrmSVujQ8OUs/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Fiscal Year End Deadlines 
To help everyone prepare for year-end, Business Services has provided key deadlines, guidance, and resources at the link 
below. Please take a moment to review and share with your teams to ensure a smooth and timely close. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines 
  

   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for Facilities 
support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your request is 
routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gvLK5h9ZPlYoGVYgBIEVEVCJaj0LN2PP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZEdGbq4vUn-QdS6q_z8_9gZsw7sl72L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aFzpxwjF4fjXJbpHoDMvnXObyRtFsTJx/view?usp=sharing


 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

 

  

   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common data 
definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & Acronym 
Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new additions, updates, or 
corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact Adriana Caetano at 
acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to use 
our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to work 
alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these new 
office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for 
collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu


 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE 
and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

