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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming 
the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Wishing you all a joyful and restorative holiday season! 
As we wrap up another meaningful semester at Mesa College, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude for the 
dedication, energy, and care each of you brings to our campus community. May your winter break be filled with 

https://youtu.be/tv6xJMEmxzs?si=mOtinfQfoTlIc2hS


rest, connection, and celebration in whatever ways bring you joy. We look forward to welcoming you back in the 
new year—refreshed, re-energized, and ready for all that awaits. 

Happy Holidays, Olympians!              
 
Click here to view the Holiday Luncheon album.  

  

   

 

 

 
San Diego Mesa and City College Named Black-
Serving Institutions 
 
San Diego Mesa College and San Diego City 
College have been recognized among the first 
Black-Serving Institutions in California. This new 
state designation highlights colleges that are 
committed to advancing equity, removing 
systemic barriers, and strengthening support for 
Black student success. Both campuses offer a 
range of programs and services that foster 
belonging, connection, and academic 
achievement. 
 
For more information, click here for the SDCCD 
Press Release. 

  

District Closure for Holidays 
A gentle reminder that the District will be closed from December 23, 2025 - January 2, 2026.   
  

   

Spring 2026 Pilot: 36-Hour Workweek  
Beginning January 5 through April 3, the District will implement a pilot 36-hour workweek. Most campus and 
student service areas will follow a Monday to Thursday schedule, with offices closing at 1 p.m. on Fridays. 
Spring 2026 classes will meet as scheduled. This pilot is an opportunity to support employee well-being, 
strengthen service to students, and better understand how to align staffing with peak periods of need. 
 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCCF8a
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gC0DkDbE6mirteVUPokw5iBQQKIUPNt8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gC0DkDbE6mirteVUPokw5iBQQKIUPNt8/view?usp=drive_link


A dedicated webpage with details and a short survey will be available for employees to review information and 
share feedback throughout the pilot. 36-Hour Work Week webpage. 
 
Hours: 
Student Services: 
 Fridays: Close at 1:00 p.m. 
 
LRC Hours 
January 2026 Intersession (Jan 5–Jan 30): 
 Monday–Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Friday: 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Spring 2026:  
Monday–Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.; Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Administrative Offices:  
Fridays: Close at 12:00 noon 

  

   

 

 

Join us for the 44th annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Parade.  Students, faculty, administrators, and 
classified professionals from the San Diego 
Community College District will march together at the 
annual 44th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade 
on Sunday, January 18th, 2026. This year’s parade 
theme is "Hope in Action: A Dream Still Unfolding" 
 
RSVP by scanning the QR code in the flyer or click 
here.  

 

 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/workweek/index.shtml
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMadCC5HrejedOvScxbELHv-VURVQ0RktNN1NBN0FEVjdYVFZLWVNHTFRPQi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMadCC5HrejedOvScxbELHv-VURVQ0RktNN1NBN0FEVjdYVFZLWVNHTFRPQi4u&route=shorturl
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LC-y6zmd1onOHOSIchOxq135wGaEJRIN/view?usp=sharing


 

SDCCD has released the Fall 2025 issue of WE Magazine.  
On page 16, Mesa College highlights “Building Spaces of 
Unity”, showcasing the opening of the CommUnity Spaces in 
the I400 Building, along with the addition of the KUP Unity 
Village. These spaces foster a sense of belonging through 
cultural programs such as Kapwa, Umoja, and Puente. 
Click here to view article.  
 
The WE Magazine also features the SDCCDsafe App, which 
helps students and employees stay safe by providing easy 
emergency communication, connectivity with their personal 
safety network, and the ability to send anonymous tips. 
Click here to view article. 
 
Click here to view the Fall 2025 WE Magazine Issue.  

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

Intersession and Spring 2026 
We have two more weeks until the Holiday break, so all eyes are on Intersession 2026 enrollment. We did see 60 
more students enroll in a course; however, this still has us down in headcount compared to the same time last 
year. Our current headcount is 2,163 compared to 2,406 last year, and FTES is currently at 274 compared to 306 
FTES this same day last year. We are currently working on a plan to potentially open up our in-demand courses and 
will be reviewing the potential next steps. Our Spring 2026 enrollment numbers continue to look positive, with an 
additional 2,378 students enrolling since last week, bringing our headcount to 14,916. FTES is at 4,563, bringing us 
79% of the way to our Spring FTES goals.   

  

This past month, the Math Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) Program provided students with three 
hands-on opportunities to explore STEM careers, engage with real-world research environments, and learn 
about pathways available right here in San Diego. Through industry visits (MESA Shadow Day), research-focused 
experiences (Salk Institute), and a dedicated session with the MESA Program at San Diego State University, MESA 
scholars gained valuable insight into local STEM career options and SDSU programs tailored for community college 
transfer students. These experiences help our students make informed decisions about their academic and career 
journeys while building connections with professionals and university partners. 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2025/community-spaces.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2025/safe-app-launch.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SRYuuMaYZp5O6SgwG5_W8Oy-WCX5hKJ6/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

CSUSM AANHPI 2-Year Pipeline Partnerships 
SD Mesa was invited to CSU San Marcos to 
explore opportunities to strengthen collaboration 
and deepen our shared commitment to student 
success. We look forward to building this 
partnership and expanding pathways that 
support our communities. Stay tuned! 
#GoOlympians #GoCougars 
 
To learn more: 
 CSU San Marcos - APIDA Success Initiative 

 

 

 

SD Mesa AANSPISI Supporting SDUSD APIDA Student 
Leaders 
SD Mesa continues its partnership with SDUSD’s AAPI 
High School Leaders, extending our collaboration beyond 
hosting the first APIDA Youth Conference to supporting 
their monthly student leadership meetings. We are proud 
to witness these students build confidence, community, 
and a strong sense of belonging as they explore their 
future college pathways. Their growth has been inspiring, 
and we look forward to continuing this work. If you know 
any high school students who may be interested, please 
encourage them to join! 

 

 

 

  

 

   

Get ready for an adventure that does more than just fill your passport—it changes lives. We're excited to 
introduce the Mesa Community Travel Program, designed for individuals who love to explore and make a 
positive impact. This is not traveling to study; it's traveling to experience! We are thrilled to share details about 
our inaugural trip: 
 

https://www.csusm.edu/apida/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/sdusdapidaboard/
https://www.instagram.com/sdusdapidaboard/
https://www.sandiegounified.org/high_school__9th_-_12th_grades__information/apida_student_board
https://www.sandiegounified.org/high_school__9th_-_12th_grades__information/apida_student_board
https://www.sandiegounified.org/high_school__9th_-_12th_grades__information/apida_student_board


Destination: Iceland 
Dates: July 27 – August 5, 2026 
Host: Don Barrie, a partially retired geology professor at San Diego Mesa College whose life’s work has been 
making geoscience accessible to general audiences in both academic and non-academic settings. 
 
Join Us for an Informational Session: ask questions, learn more about joining and get to know our Community 
Lead, Prof Don Barrie.  
Date: Thursday, December 11 
Time: 3:00-4:00 pm 
Attend in person: LRC 229, Mesa College (in the Library, 2nd floor in the Language Center, Room 229) Bring a 
sweater it can get cold.  
 
Or join us on Zoom: Join SDCCD Zoom Meeting: https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/3065529907?omn=81154861014 
 
Topic: Iceland information session: community travel Time: Dec 11, 2025 03:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Meeting ID: 306 552 9907, One tap mobile+16699006833,,3065529907# US (San Jose), 
+16694449171,,3065529907# US 
 
This program is also about impact. For many students, the life-changing opportunity of studying abroad is out of 
reach. By joining a Mesa Community Travel trip, you become part of our mission to make international education 
accessible to everyone. A $500 portion of each tour fee goes directly to our study abroad scholarship fund and 
programming, helping deserving students experience the world, build community, and gain a global perspective. 
We hope to see you in the meeting. 
 
 Recording: If you are unable to attend but want a recording, please complete this form. SD Mesa College 
Community Travel Information Recording Program Interest Form – Fill out form 

  

 

   

 

  

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/3065529907?omn=81154861014
https://forms.office.com/r/nNEC8xieY6
https://forms.office.com/r/nNEC8xieY6


   

Scholarship applications are now available! Please encourage your students to apply to the Mesa College 
Foundation Scholarships. Our Scholarships webpage has all the information you might need! 
  
The final deadline to apply is Thursday, February 17th, at 11:59pm! 
  
You may also direct students to the Apply for Mesa Scholarships video, and a brief video tutorial we created on 
how to get started with applying. 
  
Scholarship Application Workshops for Mesa College Scholarships are now available! Follow this link for more 
information about the workshops. 25 students who attend a workshop session and apply for at least 
3 scholarships will be randomly chosen to receive a $50 gift card! 
If you would like a classroom presentation about our scholarships, then please contact Zulma Heraldez 
(zheraldez@sdccd.edu). 

  

   

Student Affairs is pleased to present the SPRING 2026 Welcome Week on Monday, February 
2nd through Thursday, February 5th!  
 
We strongly encourage all departments that want to have an external (i.e. outdoors) set-up to request space at 
the Welcome Week booths on the Mesa Commons so that we can all support each other while we support our 
students; follow the instructions in the online form to request space at the Welcome Week booths if you are 
planning to host an outdoor activity. Other Welcome Week related set-ups, such as requesting a table and chairs 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQHdYAQNkjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
mailto:zheraldez@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s8bQVvsZAao7oaYZL0R9eW7pgU5Xs3R_/view?usp=sharing


to be placed right outside of your office space, must be submitted separately through the usual event planner 
process; we still ask that you let us know about your activity so that we may include it on the schedule 
of Welcome Week events!  
 
Please submit your activities to the online Welcome Week Activity Form no later than Friday, January 9th, 
2026.  
 
If you would like to volunteer at the Welcome Week Info Booth on Monday and Tuesday, then please contact 
Courtney Lee (clee@sdccd.edu) in the Student Affairs office with your availability. We look forward to a 
welcoming, festive, and engaging Welcome Week! 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 
Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/317In85sU58Y86J0dfPdzT7aH
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/e3594b5e-002b-4241-8afd-14107dd94365
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17poqwppZlWeITTpGhTNI71MVo5ckZhLs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S68uMRqOGyRQrEQM8khebB_WQMPUr8Vj/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for 
Facilities support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your 
request is routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_SJ2HK6GxuZRgefTuaOT5KB8f_B1pRku/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing


We are excited to invite you to our upcoming C-CERT Training taking place January 26-28th from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  
 
 This training will equip you with essential skills and knowledge to effectively respond to emergencies and 
disasters on campus. As a member of C-CERT, your role is crucial in preparing, organizing, and collaborating as a 
team during and after emergencies. C-CERT members strengthen campus resiliency and play a vital role in 
emergency response efforts. Review flyer for all the details of this training. 
 
 Join us in enhancing campus safety and preparedness by registering for this important training. Your 
commitment to the C-CERT is invaluable, and we look forward to having you on the team. 
 
For this Academy there will be a limit of approximately 15 people. You will receive a confirmation email from 
Matt Fay that you have been added to the training list. You must be available for all three days of training. 
 
To register, please click here.  

  

Our official voting form is now live and will be open until 5:00 pm this Friday, December 12th.  
 
Please click on the link below and vote for your favorite door!!!! Please scroll so you can see all the entries before 
voting. There is only one vote allowed per SDCCD email, and all votes will remain anonymous.  
 
2025 Holiday Door Official Voting Link  
 
Thank you so much to all the departments who are participating, it is so great to see all of you working together to 
make our campus a more festive place to be this month. The winner will be announced at the Senate Holiday Party 
next week, on Wednesday December 17th. If you have not already registered to attend, please consider this your 
reminder to RSVP! 
 

Cheers and good luck!    
  

https://forms.gle/YWimcE9imSJUXHmb9
https://forms.office.com/r/Bpx8EK1QZq


 

We are requesting volunteers to help with our annual 
Children's Center Holiday Bazaar and to urge you to donate 
wrapping supplies. 
 
 What: Volunteer to help organize and wrap gifts for kids at 
the San Diego Children's Center OR donate gift wrap, bags, 
or other wrapping supplies. 
 
When: December 18th, 10:00 am-12:00 pm  
**must be punctual and available for those hours specifically 
to volunteer. The center is a closed facility for the safety of 
the children and your visit will be pre-arranged.  
 
How to sign up: Email us at mesaclassified@sdccd.edu 
 
How to donate: Drop off your gift-wrap donation to A-109 
before December 18th. All donations welcome, no matter 
how small. We will also accept open rolls of wrapping paper, 
ribbon, bows, or tape.  

 

 

 

  

 

   

As part of our ongoing commitment to campus safety and preparedness, we have scheduled a series of safety 
trainings and events for 2026. All employees are encouraged to attend at least one ALICE training during the year. 
Each ALICE session will focus on situational awareness, response options in an active threat situation, and 
practical strategies to increase personal and community safety on campus. 
 
Personalized ALICE Trainings for Buildings 
Building Managers may also request a customized, building-specific ALICE training for their area. To schedule a 
session tailored to your building’s layout and needs, please contact: Sgt. Mark Green (mgreen@sdccd.edu) 
 
Schedule:  
Friday, January 30, 2026; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Friday, April 10, 2026; 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Friday, August 21, 2026; 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Friday, October 16, 2026; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

  

mailto:mesaclassified@sdccd.edu
mailto:mgreen@sdccd.edu
https://forms.gle/VwRY7kzUuKD3ESuFA
https://forms.gle/xpr8wyUssVZyDqyy7
https://forms.gle/tji8cEbHQwKtF8dDA
https://forms.gle/gm7sPTrUygaKaq5cA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EQAJtBlMzDvY7OlJVevwXs3DlwzZAiT/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

 

  

   

The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of the redesigned Transfer 
Volume Dashboard, an interactive tool that provides a comprehensive view of Mesa College students 
who successfully transferred to four-year universities using the Student-Centered Funding Formula 
(SCFF) methodology. 
  
This dashboard allows users to: 
Explore annual transfer trends, top university destinations, and common majors pursued by Mesa 
transfer students. 
Examine efficiency metrics, including time to transfer and units earned. 
Analyze equity gaps to understand whether transfer outcomes are proportional across student 
populations. 
  
These insights support institutional planning, illuminate key student pathways, and help the college 
strengthen strategies that promote equitable and timely transfer for all students. 
  
You can access the Transfer Volume Dashboard here 
. Note: Access requires SDCCD Single-Sign-On credentials. If you are logged in and cannot access the 
dashboard, please follow this instructions. 
 
To schedule a demo, ask questions, or provide feedback, please contact 
acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu and ncortes@sdccd.edu. 

  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/reportEmbed?reportId=489a2086-66e5-41ad-9564-f7f96d71d68e&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/reportEmbed?reportId=489a2086-66e5-41ad-9564-f7f96d71d68e&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/reportEmbed?reportId=489a2086-66e5-41ad-9564-f7f96d71d68e&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-research/data-dashboards-resources/Instructions%20to%20Request%20Microsoft%20License%20Upgrade.pdf
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu


 

  

 

Please take a moment to complete the “Mesa Dreams” 
survey. Your feedback helps us better serve you and guide 
our future fundraising goals.  

 

 

 

   

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17aNF_4AAXt1UnsJrm51AgXqQwzR143Lm/view?usp=sharing


 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

