
From: Mesa President's Office <MesaPresidentsOffice@sdccd.edu>  
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2026 1:32 PM 
Subject: Weekly Update from Prez Hands - Week of February 16, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  



 

  

   

 

 

Come celebrate Lunar New Year at the Mesa College Quad 
on Wednesday, February 25th, from 11AM-1PM! 
 
We'll have activities, live panel discussion, food, 
refreshments, craft tables, and resources for our students 
and community to learn and enjoy. We are also offering 
prizes for participants in different activities.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Click here for flyer 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RC5fPVURu0u9nitUIqSSHSoZfHhU0qhn/view?usp=sharing


 

 Black History Month at San Diego Mesa College  
 
Join us as we honor, celebrate, and reflect on Black history, culture, and legacy through art, storytelling, and community. 
Click here for more information -  
https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml 
  

   

 

 

Join Us for an Accreditation Celebration! 
 
Mesa College’s accreditation has been reaffirmed and 
that is something truly worth celebrating. This milestone 
reflects the heart of Mesa, our dedicated faculty, 
classified professionals, administrators, and students 
who show up every day in support of student success 
and excellence across our campus. 
  
Please join us on Thursday, February 26, from 12:30 to 
3:00 p.m. in the President’s Office, A-104, for a come and 
go celebration with colleagues. Stop by to enjoy sweet 
treats, take a commemorative photo, pick up a few fun 
goodies, and help us honor this shared accomplishment 
together. 
  
Event details: 
Mesa College Accreditation Celebration 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 
12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Mesa College President’s Office, A-104 
  

 

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries 
regarding immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a 
confirmed report of immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu


access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority 
to assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice 
Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination 
with SDCCD Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly 
and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and 
employees should an incident occur. 

  

 

  

   

   

 

 

We continue to be ahead of our enrollment target for 
Spring 2026, but we did experience a dip in our 
headcount and FTES.   This dip was expected due to 
students adjusting schedules and instructors 
monitoring their class rosters.  Our current headcount 
is 21,233 students compared to last week's 
21,400.  While we are down 167 students, our 
headcount at this same time last year for Spring 2025 
was 20,857 so headcount wise, we are still trending 
upwards year to year.   Our current FTES is 5,988 
compared to 5,865 at this point last year.      

  

   

 

 

   

Medical Assisting Students at the Love Your Heart Event 
Medical Assisting students recently participated in the Love Your Heart event on campus, providing valuable health 
screenings to our campus community. During the event, students performed free BMI assessments, blood glucose 
testing, and blood pressure screenings — giving participants the opportunity to better understand their health and 
“know their numbers.”  

https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


Our Medical Assisting students will begin their 225 clinical hours in March, where they will continue building on these 
skills while working directly in healthcare settings. We’re proud of the professionalism and compassion they 
demonstrated while serving our campus community.    
  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

 

Dear Campus Community, 
  
We are thrilled to present Jumpstart Your Success on Saturday, March 14, 2026!  This is a time that we invite prospective 
students to our campus and showcase what we have to offer, and how great we do it!  The program will include student 
support services, academics, department resources, clubs, and the lively community feel we all create at Mesa. 
  
As usual, we encourage you to host a table for your department or service area so that you can provide information, 
share a demonstration, make connections with prospective students, and showcase what your department offers. See 
the online form for more details about the resource fair. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-2-16-2026---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-February-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=AKtUNiIk7Ys
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


  
Follow this link to the online registration form, which is due on Friday, February 27, 2026! 
  
Let us know if you have any questions (email to: clee@sdccd.edu), we hope you will spread the word and join the fun! 
  
--Mesa Student Affairs Team 
  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II updates apply to all public colleges and universities and requires 
equal access to programs, services, and activities including online courses, websites, videos, digital tools and digital 
marketing materials such as flyers and emails used to promote events and services. 
 
Accessibility is a shared, institutional responsibility and applies regardless of whether a student with a disability is 
currently enrolled.   
  
If you have any questions about the California Community College Chancellor’s Office visit to help us build our 
accessibility roadmap using the Accessibility Capability Maturity Model (ACMM), please contact Leticia Diaz at 
Ldiaz@sdccd.edu.  
  
Accessibility workshops are provided to promote inclusive design and support ongoing accessibility efforts, to learn 
more visit the Accessibility Resource Hub.  
  

PowerPoint Accessibility | Monday, February 23, 12:00-1:00pm 
In this workshop we’ll take a look at some of the most common accessibility concerns in PowerPoint and you see some 
of the ways you can make all your presentations both beautiful AND accessible. 
Accessibility Workshops Zoom Room 
 
Accessible Flyers: How to Ensure your Message Reaches Everyone | Thursday, February 26th, 12:00-1:00pm 
Flyers are everywhere, but are yours reaching everyone? We will cover why that gorgeous Canva flyer might not be 
working for all readers and how to ensure it does. Leave ready to create materials that look great and work for 
everyone.  
Accessibility Workshops Zoom Room 
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Jbq0n7574VNdM
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://cccaccessibility.org/index.php/acmm/acmm-overview
mailto:Ldiaz@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/Accessibility
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/89153393717
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/89153393717
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17il7qw5ARNLT9Ts5WNPyyr4F6b4V3NRm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h19URzLa47DLIXZy-DtURjxxwP-TfntK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-uXyXs1yYtvFRqb_Y6iZwPyP7muUp9op/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ui4miBKKVGIGj_xtoLouLrmSVujQ8OUs/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

Fiscal Year End Deadlines 
To help everyone prepare for year-end, Business Services has provided key deadlines, guidance, and resources at the 
link below. Please take a moment to review and share with your teams to ensure a smooth and timely close. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IuRtO76DOTuHvkJvm35mCo9jvisqlICz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mEgSGQ0wKFINE_4tRkONvU5FmM-LsRbf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CWdv8mihRTCX1zYpqt26TNXOzbuflPjj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gvLK5h9ZPlYoGVYgBIEVEVCJaj0LN2PP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZEdGbq4vUn-QdS6q_z8_9gZsw7sl72L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GqgNdcaA1tODKkLzZrXc2liGSs3D2ky7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aFzpxwjF4fjXJbpHoDMvnXObyRtFsTJx/view?usp=sharing


   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for Facilities 
support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your request is 
routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing


 

  

   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common 
data definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new additions, 
updates, or corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact Adriana 
Caetano at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to 
use our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to 
work alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these 
new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for 
collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

