
 
Subject: Weekly Update from Prez Hands - Week of September 14, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

Hello Mesa College Community,   
 
Last week, the Board of Trustees approved the District’s 2026–27 budget. I encourage you to take a few moments to 
review the 2026–27 Budget Presentation for a fuller picture of the District’s fiscal outlook, priorities, and planning 
considerations. 
 
There is good news in this budget. The District enters 2026–27 from a position of fiscal health, with strong reserves and 
increased Student Centered Funding Formula revenue. At the same time, the budget recognizes the need to plan 
carefully for continued economic and political uncertainty, rising costs, and restricted and one-time resources that are 
not keeping pace with our needs. 
 
For Mesa, one of the most meaningful highlights is an approximately $1.1 million ongoing investment in instructional 
support. 
 
As one-time funding ends, we have been intentional about identifying the supports that matter most to our students, 
faculty, and programs and determining where ongoing investment can help sustain that work. 
 
I want to extend my gratitude to our Instruction team and Vice Presidents for the thoughtful work that went into 
identifying and prioritizing these needs, and for moving this process forward with urgency and care. Their work helped 
ensure that our requests reflected both the needs of our instructional programs and our commitment to sustaining 
critical supports for students. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16hPKs_c17H2IGIFNN0muEx7ycrdQn4pA/view?usp=sharing


 
I am pleased to share that Mesa's prioritized requests were approved: 
• $100,000 to backfill embedded tutoring 
• $200,000 for STEM peer mentoring 
• $40,000 for Allied Health test preparation 
• $22,000 for Allied Health peer mentoring 
• 6.0 FTE for Instructional Lab Technician positions 
• $125,000 to increase the Work Experience Internship Faculty Director from part-time to full-time 
 
Together, these investments represent approximately $1.1 million in ongoing support for teaching, learning, and student 
success at Mesa. 
 
This matters because these are not simply budget line items. They represent people, programs, and supports that 
directly touch the student experience, tutoring, mentoring, workforce preparation, instructional support, and pathways 
that help our students persist, complete, transfer, and move into meaningful careers. 
 
There will continue to be difficult choices ahead, particularly as one-time and restricted funding ends. We will not be 
able to sustain everything in the same way. Our responsibility is to be thoughtful about what we prioritize, transparent 
about the choices we make, and disciplined about aligning our resources with what matters most for our students. 
 
This investment is one example of that commitment and of what One Mesa. One Mission. looks like in action. 
  

   

 

I want to acknowledge the recent immigration 
enforcement activity involving San Diego City College 
and City College student Renatho Casseus. As 
President Shabazz shared with the City College and 
District community, this has been an extraordinarily 
difficult time for Renatho, his family, and our 
colleagues and students at City. We stand with them. 
 
While this occurred at City College, we know its impact 
is felt across our entire District, particularly by our 
undocumented, mixed-status, and immigrant students, 
employees, and families. 
 
As we recently shared with our Dreamers and broader 
Mesa community, we remain committed to creating a 
safe, informed, and welcoming campus and ensuring 
our community has access to the information, 
resources, and support they need. Our Dreamer 
Resource Center and Borderless Scholars Program 
continue to provide legal resources, counseling, 
wellness support, and guidance for students and 
employees. 
 
I also encourage you to participate in the upcoming 
Virtual Know Your Rights workshops, open to students, 
employees, family members, and allies.  
 
During moments of uncertainty, how we show up for one 
another matters. Let us continue to be a Mesa 
community where every student feels seen, valued, 
supported, and able to pursue their education with 
dignity and a sense of belonging. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rb8fPgKYdcrMX7BrvOQ22bw5EhRdw5T-/view?usp=sharing


 

One Mesa. One Mission. 
  

   

 

 

Spirit of Mesa moves to October 2027 
 
The Spirit of Mesa planning committee has updated our 
event to take place in October 2027. We are deeply grateful 
for the support of our sponsors, partners, vendors, and the 
whole campus community in this transition. 
We look forward to fall 2027’s gathering for even more 
opportunity to celebrate our students, recognize our 
supporters, and spotlight programs like the Mesa 
Impactship Program that are shaping the future of San 
Diego's workforce. More details about the 2027 
forthcoming! 

  

The 2025–26 Facts on File is now available, providing key data and information about the San Diego Community 
College District and its colleges. San Diego Mesa College’s section begins on page 12 and highlights information 
specific to the college and our community. 

  

 

Beginning September 15, 2026, CCCApply will transition to CCCStart, introducing a new Start@SDCCD process designed 
to provide students with an improved and more streamlined entry experience. 
Learn more about the transition and why the change is being made by watching this brief video: Why CCCStart? 
  

 

  

   

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/IIE/Research/Facts_on_File_2025-2026.pdf
https://bit.ly/whycccstart?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z28HHIQGhuBMpjsYc8PNIMYSmbcnrWax/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

Mesa Allied Health Inspires Future Healthcare 
Professionals 
 
This week, Allied Health faculty presented at “From 
Classroom to Career”: Healthcare Pathways in San 
Diego, hosted by San Diego Workforce Partnership and 
UC San Diego Health. 
  
The virtual event was designed for high school students 
and young adults and aimed to highlight the wide 
range of healthcare careers available beyond the 
traditional roles of doctors and nurses. 
 
Allied Health faculty hosted three of the pathway 
breakout rooms Health Information, Radiologic 
Technology, Phlebotomy/Medical Assisting, giving 
students an inside look at each profession, including a 
day in the life, job market outlook, and salary potential. 
 
With over 100 high school participants, it was a great 
opportunity to showcase some of Mesa’s programs and 
the many career possibilities in healthcare and 
introduce young people to professions they may not 
have otherwise considered. 

  

 

 

Fall 2026 FTES is 6,284 and our headcount is 21,982.  For Fall 
2026, we are 101.9% towards meeting our goals and anticipate 
being able to meet our targets even with changes in enrollment 
and fraudulent "bot" students being removed.  As for Fall 2026, 
the numbers continue to increase, and we have -0.40% more 
students this week compared to last week.  
 

 

 

 

Stay updated on the latest developments of our 
Olympian Athletes!  
https://www.gosdmesa.com/landing/index 
  

https://www.gosdmesa.com/landing/index
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dy2-4lS2yAxwp6KUptKkR-8Yglb4Es-r/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

 
 
 
Mesa Work-Based Learning has partnered with 
Ethnic Studies Faculty Council to facilitate a paid 
Community of Practice on Work-Based Learning.  
  

• To apply, use the QR code below or click 
here.  

• Need more details about the experience? 
Click here. 

  
We welcome you to join us in this opportunity for 
reflection, connection, and continued growth in 
exploring and advancing work-based learning 
curriculum through a heart-mind Ethnic Studies 
framework. 
 

 

 

  

 

  

https://forms.gle/Bvw9hyHwvabevAGa6
https://forms.gle/Bvw9hyHwvabevAGa6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YTS9D9X8GCsCo-MHMU4u_RnczlzmssEkPVSv5neZghY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jy0pVjMUWsp8LXKVwa0N0aMYTjcm8QZy/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

 
 
A Night at The Old Globe: CalWORKs/CARE Students 
Experience Begin Again 
 
The Old Globe welcomed CalWORKs / CARE students 
and their families back to the whimsical world of live 
theatre this Fall! Begin Again is a heartwarming story 
about rediscovering passion, purpose, and starting 
over. A once musical comedy-drama film now has its 
pre-Broadway run at The Globe -- with our students 
enjoying the contagious energy of its opening days! 
  
If you haven't visited The Old Globe yet, please 
consider their community nights which are intended 
for those who identify as BIPOC and/or LGBTQIA+: 
https://www.theoldglobe.org/other-
programming/community-nights-at-the-globe/ 
 
It also provides significant discounts on tickets.  
  
We hope to see you at Balboa Park soon. Stay cool 
(and hydrated)! 
  

 

 
Mesa College will host its Annual Veterans’ Emergency 
Fund BBQ Fundraiser in partnership with the Culinary 

 

 

 
Mesa College will host its Fall 2026 Financial Aid 
Information Fair on Monday, September 21, from 11:30 

https://www.theoldglobe.org/other-programming/community-nights-at-the-globe/
https://www.theoldglobe.org/other-programming/community-nights-at-the-globe/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12jLV8Le1abir_RRxXYMGz5GOrQOQ_OK7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sgy4jiwnCDmQjS68gY8C6RQB18mb3gOo/view?usp=sharing


 

Department on Tuesday, September 22, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. BBQ plates will be available for $12, with 
chicken and vegetarian options, and gelato bowls for $3. 
All proceeds benefit the Veterans’ Emergency Fund, 
which supports military-connected students experiencing 
unexpected financial hardships. This year, supporters can 
also purchase a BBQ plate in advance to be donated 
directly to a military-connected student at no cost. 
 

 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Mesa Quad. Students are invited 
to connect with Financial Aid and Student Services 
departments in one convenient location to get the support 
they need for a successful semester. Participating areas 
include Admissions, Counseling, DSPS, EOPS/CARE, 
Financial Aid, Health Services, Outreach/Promise, STAR, 
Student Accounting, Student Affairs, Transfer, Career & 
Evaluations Center, Veterans and Records. Free food will 
also be available for the first 250 students! 
  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

   

   

From 
Community to 
Capacity: 
Building and 

 

 

Fall 2026 
Housing Series: 
Ready, Set, 
Rent!  

 

 

 

Finding Your 
Future: 
Scholarship 
Success Lab 

 

  

Fall 2026 Art 
Focus 

 

 

 

Fall 2026 
CalFresh, 
MediCal, Drop 
In Sessions  

 

 

 

Panel: Who Am 
I? Who Can I 
Become? 

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-9-07-2026---See-what-s-happening-at-Mesa-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=QH0eIsZ_8hA
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14wmQF-QkwzO9CcJD4zDbcKTbIp7G1Pmv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14wmQF-QkwzO9CcJD4zDbcKTbIp7G1Pmv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14wmQF-QkwzO9CcJD4zDbcKTbIp7G1Pmv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14wmQF-QkwzO9CcJD4zDbcKTbIp7G1Pmv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/141zSwfRu-ILvQWA34avBppqu4I5UJz0H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/141zSwfRu-ILvQWA34avBppqu4I5UJz0H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/141zSwfRu-ILvQWA34avBppqu4I5UJz0H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/141zSwfRu-ILvQWA34avBppqu4I5UJz0H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Jy-u7vqF2ZWexZps9ewl9bwE7Mhooor/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Jy-u7vqF2ZWexZps9ewl9bwE7Mhooor/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksaQ6gHD_HTH4af5aISkqXz8Bgg1Uuxu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksaQ6gHD_HTH4af5aISkqXz8Bgg1Uuxu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksaQ6gHD_HTH4af5aISkqXz8Bgg1Uuxu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksaQ6gHD_HTH4af5aISkqXz8Bgg1Uuxu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaRtI3XWY0U6HzZIxHIOqagdfsXc64Od/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaRtI3XWY0U6HzZIxHIOqagdfsXc64Od/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaRtI3XWY0U6HzZIxHIOqagdfsXc64Od/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gLrZouaLseMAMZs4YJqwXm6Z_A8A-auc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q0tfZWQt3aNJk8VWA1_EOmMg84C0eIvg/view?usp=sharing


 

Sustaining 
LGBTQIA+ 
Employee 
Resource 
Groups 

  

 

Fall 2026 
Financial 
Literacy 
Workshop 

 

  

The Serenity 
Space Moved!  

 

 

 

Ballet 
Folklorico with 
Mesa Dance 

 

 
 

Fall 2026 Club 
Rush 

 

 
 

Club Advisor 
Training  

 

 
 

Fall 2026 
Student Parent 
Healing Circle 

 

 

 

Clubs: Get Involved! Join A 
Club, Find Your 
Community 

 

 
 

Fall 2026 Association 
Student Application  

 

 
 

ALMA: Alliance for Latine 
Mesa Achievement 

 

 
 

Welcome Back Parent 
Cafe  
 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

Reminder regarding parking permits for events, 
guest speakers, and meetings.  
Event Parking: 
All parking for events should be included as part of 
your Event Request in the Events & Reservation 
Portal. Please keep in mind that 
all event requests must be submitted at least three 
weeks before the date of your event (longer for large 
events). More information can be found in the Event 
& Reservation Portal FAQs. 
Non-Event Individual/Group Permits: 
Requests for non-event parking can be submitted via 
the Non Event Parking Permit Request 
Form now available on our webpage, within the 
Events & Reservations Portal. These would include 
requests that are not part of an “event,” such as 
guest speakers, departmental meeting attendees, 
etc. that do not require any other support. 
  

 

  

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fdlto-c0zzfPJB6QaGov1uHntycBarhi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XunOFDS-xihTbcaD7H0nwLWvvjos-Mb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XunOFDS-xihTbcaD7H0nwLWvvjos-Mb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XunOFDS-xihTbcaD7H0nwLWvvjos-Mb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XunOFDS-xihTbcaD7H0nwLWvvjos-Mb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Rhal1vF2dxKbdwLIJb5cTetnBJ41cMn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Rhal1vF2dxKbdwLIJb5cTetnBJ41cMn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UFK0PIWgo9GRZYGWucGg8EFrsvYmJbvz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UFK0PIWgo9GRZYGWucGg8EFrsvYmJbvz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UFK0PIWgo9GRZYGWucGg8EFrsvYmJbvz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvY6TAjA81s2uLgxr6kg0fBJH54HknOX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvY6TAjA81s2uLgxr6kg0fBJH54HknOX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11_AhxdznAUszQa-uKpIZoqSi4KJlhkiP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11_AhxdznAUszQa-uKpIZoqSi4KJlhkiP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u53fpyiMKnfiBqdomYPYHzbwm94W5le9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u53fpyiMKnfiBqdomYPYHzbwm94W5le9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u53fpyiMKnfiBqdomYPYHzbwm94W5le9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPFukkksFGFUmbvkNTKHy9_AAgYagGNa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPFukkksFGFUmbvkNTKHy9_AAgYagGNa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPFukkksFGFUmbvkNTKHy9_AAgYagGNa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XDeJEkX4H-WjjS7vAYWP22sNV6ESpWYL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XDeJEkX4H-WjjS7vAYWP22sNV6ESpWYL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sd0nhCeSEkUFMCWF8vrHvK27lJ-DW-gN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sd0nhCeSEkUFMCWF8vrHvK27lJ-DW-gN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W6xg6CEBVBEPx2-1lwRRnkOyhzL63Dk9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W6xg6CEBVBEPx2-1lwRRnkOyhzL63Dk9/view?usp=drive_link
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/index.shtml
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227


   

 

  

 

  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

 
On Friday, October 30, 2026, San Diego Mesa College will host our annual “Taste of Mesa”, the premier cooking-show 
style fundraiser benefiting the Culinary Arts Management Program. Taste of Mesa will feature internationally-inspired 
cuisine and cook-off competitions between alumni, students and an advanced baking team. Join us at 5 pm at Mesa 
Commons for an evening of food, inspiration, and community! 
 
Purchase tickets here: https://givebutter.com/taste-of-mesa-2026 
  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide access 
to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to assist 
you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our Emergency 
Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and 
Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 

https://givebutter.com/taste-of-mesa-2026
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and compassionately with 
clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and employees should an incident 
occur. 

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

 

Associated Students 

 

 
 

Academic Senate 

 

 
 

Classified Senate 

  

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

 

Mesa College Newsroom 

 

 
 

Mesa College Events Calendar 

  

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

