	
	
	



Library Instruction Worksheet: Advanced Level
Name: _________________________________                                 Date: _________________ 
Section 1. Topic and Keyword Development
Below are an example of a research question and its Keyword and synonyms 
Example: In what ways do healthy habits influence academic success among community college students?
Key Keyword: Healthy habits, academic success, community college students, lifestyle choices, student performance.
Synonyms: Healthful practice, student achievement, two-year college students, daily routines, intellectual success
Write your research question(s) or topic below: ______________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
Break your topic into keywords, and list alternative terms (synonyms) 
Your Keywords and Synonyms: __________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Section 2. Research Search Strategy 
	Primary type(s) of information needed (check all that apply):
 ☐ Scholarly research articles
 ☐ Books or eBooks
 ☐ Statistics or data
 ☐ Government or policy information
 ☐ News or current events
 ☐ Background/reference information
	Most appropriate research tool:

 ☐ OneSearch
 ☐ Subject-specific database (A–Z Databases)
 ☐ Government website
 ☐ Reputable organization or research institute


Why is this tool appropriate for your research question? _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]Section 3. Strategic Database Searching (OneSearch & A–Z Databases)
1. Search for SD Mesa College Library OR Click  https://www.sdmesa.edu/library/  OR Scan
2. Enter key term(s) in OneSearch or choose a database from A-Z Database list, review results for relevancy, then use refine tools 
Library Research: OneSearch or A-Z Database, (database selected _____________________)
Use the refine tools to enhance your search results:
Check all the ways you filter your search:  
	Publication Date/Date: From ___to __
Availability: ☐ on-site ☐ online 
☐ scholarly/peer-reviews ☐ full text   
Language: ☐ English ☐ Spanish 
☐ other _______________
Resource Type / Source Type: ☐ Articles 
☐ Books/eBooks ☐ Journals ☐ News 
☐ Other_________________________

	Advanced search techniques applied (check all that apply):

 ☐ Subject terms / controlled vocabulary

 ☐ Exact phrase searching (“ ”)

 ☐ Boolean operators (Next Section)

 ☐ Peer-review or scholarly filter


Select one online source:
Title of Source: _____________________________________________________________________
What type of resources did you find? ☐ Articles ☐ Book/eBooks ☐ Journals ☐ News 
☐ Other: ________________________________
Where is the source located? (ex. JSTOR, Credo, Pew Research, etc.) __________________________________________________________________________________
Find your citation style: ☐ APA ☐ MLA ☐ Chicago/Turabian If using OneSearch click on the “View Online/ Full Text availability” option and open an article or eBook and get your citation from there.
Section: 4 Boolean Operators 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_9kr9YNqg][bookmark: _Int_cjqC5Pd0][bookmark: _Int_ds17GB3N]Ex: (College AND University)  Ex: (Notetaking OR Note taking) Ex: (Autism NOT Vaccine) 
Create a Boolean operators search string: 
EX: community college students AND (academic success OR student achievement) AND (student performance OR academic success) 
_______________AND______________
__________AND___________AND ____________OR_____________ 
__________AND (___________OR ____________) AND (_____________ OR_____________) 
Section 5: Searching the A-Z Databases (Multi-Database Practice)
Which periodical database did you use?   Database Name: ___________________________
Differences from previous search (list 2–3):
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
Reflection (2–3 sentences): Which database and search terms are most effective? Why?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Could you download the full text? [ ] Yes [ ] No → pages at a time: ________
[image: ]Section 5: Evaluation Online Resources
	
	This section we will be reviewing online resources by implementing the SIFT Method
For more information watch this Using SIFT to Evaluate Sources for Credibility Tutorial


Website: _________________________________________________________________ 
· [bookmark: _Int_d5U7hIxT]S - STOP: What's your initial reaction? 
 ☐ Emotional language/claims ☐ Confirms my beliefs ☐ Seems neutral ☐ Seems objective  
· [bookmark: _Int_te86tq5q]I - INVESTIGATE: Who created this?  
Who is author ______________________________________________
Credentials/Type: ☐ Academic ☐ News ☐ Government ☐ Personal ☐ Commercial/Business 
· F - FIND better coverage: Can you verify this elsewhere? Another source that  
Investigate Again: ☐ Confirms ☐ Contradicts this:
Who Created This Page? ________________________________________________________
Credentials/Type: ☐ Academic ☐ News ☐ Government ☐ Personal ☐ Commercial/Business 
New Source Site Name: _________________________________________________________
· T - TRACE claims: What evidence is provided? 
☐ Research ☐ Expert quotes ☐ Data ☐ Anecdotal ☐ None ☐ Links to sources 
What is the evidence? ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Evaluation: This source is ☐ Highly credible ☐ Somewhat credible ☐ Not credible Why?  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Section 12. Getting Help from a Librarian
What is your preference for how to get help from a librarian? (Select the answers.) 
☐ Ask-A-librarian 24/7 chat ☐ Research Appointments (in-person or online) ☐ Walk-in reference help ☐ Call or email SD Mesa College Library
	
	*For additional research help please use Ask a Librarian (including 24/7 chat) located on SD Mesa Library webpage * SD Mesa Library Fall 2025 MMurillo
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