	
	
	



Literary Criticism Worksheet
Name: _________________________________                                 Date: _________________

Literary criticism is the comparison, analysis, interpretation, and/or evaluation of works of literature. It is an informed opinion supported by textual evidence and research, often focusing on the theme, style, setting, or historical/political context. 
Types of Literary Criticism
· Biographical – How the author’s life experiences influenced the work 
· Formalist – Reading of a text focus on symbol, metaphor, imagery, and so on
· Comparative – Similarities and differences between literary works 
· Ethical – Moral questions and values within the text  
· Feminist – Gender roles, relationships, and representations 
· Historical – The work in its historical and cultural context 
· Marxist – answers the overarching question, who does the work benefit, The elite? The middle class?  
· Psychological – Mental/emotional aspects of characters or author 
· Theoretical – Applies frameworks like postcolonialism or queer theory 
My Research Plan
Literary work I am analyzing: _____________________________________________________
Critical approach(es) I am using: __________________________________________________
My preliminary thesis/argument: __________________________________________________
Example: 
Literary work I am analyzing: “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor
Critical approach(es) I am using: ___Ethical criticism___
My preliminary thesis / argument:
From an ethical perspective, the story explores moral responsibility and grace by showing how the characters respond to violence and compassion. _
1. Search for SD Mesa College Library OR Click  https://www.sdmesa.edu/library/  
2. Scroll down to the Research Tools section and click on the A-Z Databases List. Next, search for the databases we recommend: Credo Reference, Gale Literature Resource Center, and JSTOR.
3. Once you select your chosen database, enter the name of your text along with the type of critical approach in the search bar.
Example:
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Library Literature Databases 

Credo Reference (Understanding critical approaches and literary theory)
How to search:
· Search for your critical approach (e.g., “feminist criticism”)
· Look for entries in literary dictionaries and encyclopedias
· Note key terms and concepts
· Important terms/concepts for my approach: __________________________________
My search results:
· Most relevant article: ____________________________________________________
· Critical approach used: ___________________________________________________
· Key points: ____________________________________________________________

Gale Literature Resource Center: Best for: Scholarly criticism, author biographies, and topic overviews
How to search:
· Enter the author’s name or title of the work
· Use filters to select “Criticism”
· Sort by date for the most recent or relevant scholarship
My search results: 
· Most relevant article: ____________________________________________________
· Critical approach used: ___________________________________________________
· Key points: ____________________________________________________________

Gale Literature [formerly Literature Criticism Online] (Historical criticism and tracking how views have changed over time)
How to search:
· Search for the author or work title
· Look for sections like “Contemporary Literary Criticism”
· Compare how criticism has evolved
My search results: 
· Historical perspective found: _______________________________________________
· How critical views have changed: ___________________________________________

Library Services
List three helpful services in the library:
	
	
*For additional research help please use Ask a Librarian (including 24/7 chat) located on SD Mesa Library webpage * SD Mesa Library Fall 2025 MMurillo
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Your text AND critical approach





